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— RETURN OF THE BLACK SOUL — 


Created, Written, and Illustrated by 
STAN SAKAI 


Introduction by 
CHARLES SOLOMON 


Dark HORSE Books” 


USAGI YOJIMBO 
Introduction 


‘Twenty-six years ago, a rabbit in samurai costume entered 
a lonely hut seeking shelter from a blizzard, announced, 
“Гат called Miyamoto Usagi"—and began one of the 
most remarkable sustained narratives in the history of 
the comics. 


Although his name comes from the warrior-hero Miya- 
moto Musashi, Usagi is a fusion of Japanese and Ameri- 
can elements, from Akira Kurosawa and George Stevens 
to Tsukioka Yoshitoshi and Will Eisner. Stan Sakai took 
the title for his comic from Kurosawa's classic Yojimbo. ላ 
ronin (masterless samurai), Usagi began as a bodyguard- 
for-hire, but he quickly turned into a wanderer, following 
the musha shugyo (warrior's path) to perfect his spiritual 
and martial skills. 


Usagi owes as much to Alan Ladd in Shane as he does to 
Toshiro Mifune in Yojimbo or Sanjuro. He's the stranger 
who wanders into town, rights a wrong, tosses out a tin- 
horn bully, solves a mystery, and maybe breaks a heart. The 
townspeople, a feudal lord, or a beautiful girl ask Usagi to 
stay, but he moves оп. He may long for a peaceful, settled 
life, but the backroads and byways are his only real home. 


Stan set Usagi Yojimbo in a country that resembles 
Japan in the early seventeenth century, shortly after the 
establishment of the Tokugawa Shogunate ended an era of 
civil wars. His careful research helps to bring his imaginary 
world to life. The buildings, tools, weapons, and costumes 
evoke the early Edo era, giving Usagi a believable stage for 
his adventures. 


Usagi has a more complex personality than the standard 
comic book hero. An honorable and highly disciplined 
practitioner of bushido, the warrior's code, he despises bul- 
lies. He'll help anyone in trouble, and his propensity for 
sticking his nose in others’ business often lands him in 
trouble. His mischievous sense of humor balances his vola- 
tile temper. Usagi prefers not to kill, but when he's forced 
to unsheathe his weapon, his consummate swordsman- 
ship (swordsrabbitship"?) enables him to dispatch 
iftly and decisively, leaving one of Stan's 
delightfully weird skulls floating over the victim's body. 


enemies 


The adventures in this collection focus on Jei, the demon 
who believes he's a divine emissary of justice. Usagi 


destroyed the previous form of this murderous foe with 
the Kusanagi, the sacred sword of the sun-goddess 
Amaterasu, in Book 12, Grasscutter. But Jei requires a lot 
of killing. Taking possession of one body after another, he 
spreads death and terror wherever he appears. Stan leavens 
these dark tales with impish humor. Jei’s name is а pun: 
when the standard Japanese honorific -san is appended, 
it becomes “Jei-san” or “Jason,” the villain from the Friday 
XIII horror movies. And like Jason, Jei will be back. 


Demons often appear in Japanese folktales. So do tengu 
(forest goblins) and kappa (water demons), whom Usagi 
has also fought. The more the reader knows about these 
traditions, the more he can appreciate the richness 
of Stan’s narrative. The supernatural attack of the 
monstrous spider in “The Doors” (Book 22, Tomoe's 
Story) is a great ghost story. But it's also an evocation 
of Yoshitoshi's famous print “Minamoto no Yorimitsu 
Striking at the Ground Spider" and of the kabuki plays 
that feature spider-monsters. 


That "Doors" works as both a straightforward tale and 
a modern retelling of a classic fable highlights Stan's 
greatest skills: he's a storyteller par excellence and a 
master of the comic book form. The crisp, calligraphic 
drawings and immaculately lettered words in Usagi Yojimbo 
present those stories more powerfully than words or 
images could alone. 1 was introduced to Stan and his work 


several years ago by our mutual friend, comics packager 
Lee Nordling. I've been a fan ever since, and continue to 
admire the apparently effortless way Stan fuses words and 
pictures into a seamless, timeless tale. Happily, the story 
continues, taking Usagi and the reader to new adventures 
that lie beyond the next bend in the road. 


During the last twenty-six years, Usagi has survived count- 
less sword fights, pitched battles, attacks by Jei and other 
monsters—and the equally violent ups and downs of the 
American comic book industry. Yet readership for the series 
has never flagged. Gen-X fans who enjoyed Usagi Yojimbo as 
teenagers have begun passing old, dog-eared books on to 
their kids, creating a second generation of readers. 


Not bad for a rabbit who came in from the cold. 


CHARLES SOLOMON 


An internationally respected historian and critic of animation, Charles Solomon is the author of ten books, including Enchanted 
Drawings: The History of Animation and Tale as Old as Time: The Art and Making of Disney's Beauty and the Beast. 
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OSE FOREIGN DEVILS-- ` а NOW, NOW, DON'T TUDSE THEM 
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DEMAND A TERRIBLE 
PAYMENT. 


THAT'S ENOUGH! I CAN'T TAKE 


ANY_MORE OF YOU! CRAWL BACK 
INTO THE CAVE YOU CAME 
OUT OF! 


т JUST OFFER You 
MY FRIENDSHIP, GOOD 
PRIEST. 


THE PEOPLE ARE AWARE 
OF YOUR LIES. YOU WILL GET NO 
MORE ርው AROUND 


TEE 15 NOTHING 


25 


HAVE то соме TO THE 
TEMPLE AT THIS HOUR 
OF THE NIGHT? 


WHAT б 50 I GO WHERE I 
IMPORTANT THAT YOU PLEASE, WHENEVER I 
PLEASE. 


WELCOME, 
LORD GOYO. HOW 
MAY ОНОМЕ 


oc KEIFUMI. 


MY OWN DOCTORS 
ARE UNABLE TO CURE 
HER. IT een Зар ДЕТ 
You ARE THE Mos 
SKILLED М ኩኒ 
THIS AREA, SO 
TURN TO your „Rest 
SIZON: 


се, HER 


L PA 
Ел IN YOUR CAPABLE 
HANDS, HEAD PRIEST 


т соме. 
ON BEHALE OF 
MY DAUGHTER, 


D-DOES SHE HAVE 
AN INTENSE FEVER, 
AND WILL NOT DRINK 

OR EAT? 


27 


Y 
SHE HAS 
FALLEN ILL 


АН, т SEE YOU ARE 
FAMILIAR WITH HER 
SYMPTOMS, SO I KNOW 
KEIEUMI WILL ይይ IN 

GOOD HANDS. 


SSS 
NS 
SS 


< 


| 


L 

ASSURE You, WE 
ARE DOING EVERYTHING 
WE CAN 


KIN 1 SHOW 
RESPECT TO 
ер 


Goyo! 


THAT (S NOT ENOUGH! IF SHE DIES, 
L SWEAR THAT THIS TEMPLE WILL BE 

ZED, THE GROUNDS SALTED, AND 
ENERYONE WITHIN WILL BE 
BEHEADED / 


THIS 
15 AL 
YOUR FAULT ! 


га L^ 
SHE IS BLAMELESO-- AND WE HAVE DONE ALL. 
THE TRUE VICTIM HERE. SHE IS WE САМ. NOW IT IS UP TO 
AN INNOCENT IN THIS. IT 15 HER MERCIFUL BUDDHA. 
FATHER quo: HARBORS 


т MUST NOT NEGLECT MY OTHER 
PATIENTS. ЗЦВЕ HAS AS MUCH RIGHT 
TO MY CARE AS THE DAUGHTER OF ል 
LORD, AND L HAVE ALREADY LEFT HIM 
MUCH TOO LONG. 


WILL 
HER | 
RE 


LEAVE. 
N 
y TH 


LORD есчо IS SERIOUS. 

HE WILL DESTROY THE 

TEMPLE AND EXECUTE 
US ALL. 


HE I$ ል HARSH 
PERSON, AND HIS 
DAUGHTER'S ILLNESS 
HAS MADE HIM 
UNREASONABLE. 


WE 
MUST SAVE 
KAFUMI. 


31 


BUT NOW I SHOULD 
THINK OF Sueel. T 
FEAR І WILL HAVE ТО 
RECITE PRAYERS FOR THE 
DEAD WHEN I SEE HIM. 
T HOPE HIS MOTHER 15 
NOT TOO DISTRAUGHT. 


Y-YOU'RE 
AUL у 
мент? 


RE 
Ir OW, HE ASKED 
FOR NOTHING IN 
RETURN. 


= 
COME OF OUR GRUEL. 


AH, IT'S STILL NICE AND HOT. МУ, 
SUCH A FIERCE STORM. AREN'T YOU GLAD 
TO BE WARM AND DRY IN OUR LITTLE 

HUT, PRIEST JIZONOBU 7 


747422422004 


(a 


TUS 


аса ав 
ZE 


33 


ЖА ИРА 
^ УЛ ZX 
ዘሪ 7 NH 
> 


Ж ХК де 
| ሃሪ э Хе d 
E 


Z N 
74) ues 
La 


ll AN 
THEY ARE JUST } 
STATUES. ር 


E 
Я 
* 


ЈИ d 
IN“, #// 
ВА 


| N 


ይ ሥሪያ 
nM 
Uy 


WELL, PRIEST, 
HOW IS М 
DAUGHTER?! 


WHERE V THE Y BUT HE ыр N 


\S PRIEST. HEAD PRIEST? ALC HE COULD, 
TIZONOBU? I--I DON'T KNOW. SIR. 


ም) GULP! _N-YES, 


LORD GOYO! I 
UNDERSTAND. 


P 
UNDERSTAND? 


я 


WE NEED 
You, PRIEST 31! 
PLEASE HURRY 

BACK! 


38 


Ne! 


5% 
š 


7 TANG! 


EXPECTING 


You. 


40 


WH-WHAT PAYMENT 
Do THEY DIENST FROM 


ም ЗОРЕ IS NOT 
THE HEAD PRIEST OF 
А TEMPLE, NOR THE 


AND ALL THOSE 
IN THE TEMPLE As 
WELL. 
D | 人 
@ 2 


\ 


1р 


4 


NOW ENTER DEEP 
INTO THE. САМЕ, AND MEET 
THOSE GODS OF WHOM 
You WOULD ASK ል 
FAVOR, 


WELL: 
GO ON. WHY DO 
YOU HESITATE? 


HURRY! 
THE GODS WILL 
NOT WAIT FOREVER, 
YOU KNOW. 


HAHA ра а N o 7 


43 


> 


"AL 
АНИ u^ 


h 4 Ë ሪታ ` 
ፖ «BUT PRIEST ? L. ¥ ІЕ HE IS NOT N 


TIZONOBU DID NOT BACK SOON, N 
RETURN LAST ABOUT SHOULD GO OUT 
ANO ER FOR 


йш 


PRIEST 
VIZONOBU! 


> ч 
MY ESCORTS AND І 
WILL SPEND ONE МОРЕ. 
NIGHT AT YOUR TEMPLE 
THEN. 


4 YOUR DAUGHTER 15 
RECOVERING 


Ч 
ሆ r PROMISE TO BECOME THIS 
TEMPLEIS LARGEST PATRON. You 
CAN COUNT ON MY 
SUPPORT. 


e 
THEN WHERE ALAS, 
15 HE? L WOULD THAT 16 MOT 


LIKE TO THANK HIM POSSIBLE 
PERSONALLY, PRIEST 


46 


PRIEST JI HAS 


HOW 
IS PRIEST 
TIZONOBU? , 


YOU'RE RIGHT. HE'S 
URNS SO HOT, EVEN WORSE THAN LORD GOYO'S 
ТМ AMAZED DAUGHTER WAS. 


V 


5 
SIT WITH J| FOR 
А WHILE. 


> 
ФО AND GET IT'S ALL RIGHT. 
OME REST. Т! ў L WON'T BE ABLE 
TO SLEEP TONIÓI 
EITHER. 


48 


V YOUR FEVER HAS N 
GOTTEN EVEN HOTTER, 
THOUGH I WOULD NOT 

HAVE BELIEVED IT 

POSSIBLE. 


50 


52 


297 / 
ER 
SO 

< 


Ahhh... 
L would have 
overlooked you 
completely if 
you had 
called out: 


РА 
>: 


--little м 
princess, 


ኳ 


-— 
= 


25542 
SZ 


54 


No... not you, 


You are an innocent 
„ in all this. 


| 


Fer UYU 
с ШШЕ: я 


HAT'S 
GOING 


Б 
а PRIEST 
AWAKE 
pw 


N fj ቭ за | 
S a, ANE Res e 


mP ЧЙ 


mal 
HRS 


ІШІ 


TT 


Ys 


> N 
mR 


57 


your soul, 


59 


ALL 
RIGHT? 


YOU'VE. BEEN GETTING MANY. Ҹ 
oF NCE THE MASSACRE АТ 


< Чү 


KUY BOOK (2 ፡ GRASSCUTTER. 


ONE HUNDRED RYO ONE HUNDRED [ЕТУ 
FROM THE FORTUNATE FROM THE CRESCENT MOON 
an Мая HOUSE... 
OU .. 


«AND TWO 
HUNDRED FROM THE 
EIGHT PEARLS 

HOUSE. 


[7 
WHAT OF THE LUCKY 
NH 


Є 


UH...IT 5 
ЕУ REFUS: 
AY THIS MONTH 
BAKUCHI 
SAMA. 


"Em 
р ТО ኤፌ ያመ ረሪዴፓ 


THEY ARE NOT THE ፲ АМ THE HEAD OF HOW DARE 
; THE GAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION / THOSE FIVE 
X АМ THE ONE WHO DECIDES 
REFUSED WHO CAN AND WHO CANNOT 
n SET UP ል е; ING 
HOUSE IN THIS 


TO PAY TRIBUTE 


ARE THEY 
TRYING TO USURP 
MY AUTHORITY 27 


ES! RAZE 
r 


E 


Dr 


DESTROYING THE GAMBLING 
DENS WILL NOT WIN THEIR 

OWNERS’ RESPECT, AND IT WILL 
REDUCE THE TRIBUTE THAT |5 
PAID TO you! 


YOUR вом WAS 
MURDERED У Аво-- 
BY À WOMAN, NO 
LESS--AND YOU HANE. 
YET TO AVENGE HIS 
DEATH. 


PEOPLE SNICKER AND Y YOU MUST SHOW THEM І HAVE ALREADY 
SAY YOU YOU ARE STILL STRONG! OFFERED A SIGNIFICANT 
You MUST SLAY THIS REWARD FOR HER 
WOMAN. HEAD. 


BUT SHE STILL LiVES... 
NO ЖИН EEN, NEW 


THAT 
WILL GET THE REAL 
KILLERS 
HER 


ONE MORE THING-- 
KILL THE OWNERS OF 
THOSE FINE 


ЖЕТЕ] 


| tu 


IO: 
H 


N Ў 
NS EN 


AAMAS 
А = present BS 
МА 
Мм 


FARR 


Z 
2 
2 


ARE YOU CERTAIN TIRO'S IT MIGHT JUST 
AILMENTS ARE CAUSED BY 
DEMON POSSESSION, PRIEST INDIGESTION. 
SANSHOBO? 


BUT YOU ARE GUESTS INOUR CURE 
TEMPLE--NO NEED ТО GET INVOLVED. THIS PEASANT. HIS SOUL MUST 
А FEW HERBS WILL CURE SIRO. BE EXPUNGED/ 


I--1 DON'T 
KNOW ABOUT THIS, 
SANSHOBO, 


3 WHINE 4$ PLEASE, d THAT'S ENOUGH! №. UNTIE ነ 
PRIEST HAMA! DON'T STAND BACK Hi 
LET HIM PO ANYTHING SANSHOBO! 
MORE TOME! И 


Y ззов/ зов! 
NO МОРЕ. 


TAKE HIM TO s Г አሬ sor you-- HEY, Look N 
NN] THE INFIRMARY, HOW COULD You BE АТ МЕ. 
እ AMO TREAT HIM d So CALLOUS, W 
SANSHOBO 7! REPRINANDING 


Р So, Senchoba, did 

you really think you 

could eliminate me 
so easily? 


You refuse even 
believe your own 
eyes, Hama, 


N № < | 
E: 


SM 


\ 


n 
SEH? 


Ñu 


N 
SENN 


NNNM 
VLC 
ibit 


TEN 


2 E 
ሆቴ CH 


ሀ 


ከሕ 


мацаў 


[( 


A 


GET OUT, UL 
DEMON! І СОММАМ 
TO RELEASE ነህ 


Don't let hi 
torture we an 
more, Priest 

Hama! 


"ЖҮРУ 
А 


ПИ 


Um 


кунап SUAM, 

га ን 

= 
N 


THE АУ THERE 

INF i ñ 

SHOULDN'T BE ANY MORE 
TROUBLE. 


P 
Ser 


a OWE. NONSENSE. YOUR. 4 BUT T. SHOULD HAVE 
YOU AN SKEPTICISM WAS KNOWN EVIL LD BEFALL 
APOLOGY, UNDERSTANDABLE. THIS TEM . [ሺ HAS 

SANSHOBO, FORTUNATELY, IT ONCE 
WAS A Lesser 


\--AND MURDERED 
ALMOST EVERYONE 
WITHIN, 


“THE HEAD PRIEST 
AT THAT TIME--SIZONOBU-- 
WENT BERSERK “፦ 


ай 


| 
и 


74 


“НЕ ATTACKED ME, BUT 
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Ў ых ala le 
ህወ ` 
нач 
У Жж 

LSS 


N'T 
ЕО 


MEONE I'D 
LIKE TO SET INVOLVED 
WITH. 
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IT'S PATHETIC 
TO BULLY A BLIND 
PERSON 7 


88 


АРЕ | 
you CRAZY 3| 
WE ÖUTNUMBER 
you! 


89 


S SN 


KILL ALL OF 
us?! 


N <а Uf 


ч 
2] 
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LET THEM Go. EH--7 
МУ CANE IS NOT WHAT (5 іт, 
WORTH FIGHTING SIR? 

OVER. 


У ро т. KNOW You? 
BLINDNESS 15 STILL NEW 
TO ME. IF т HAVE WRONGED 
YOU IN THE PAST, т 
APOLOGIZE. 


I GUESS THAT 
15 WHY т DID NOT 
WANT YOU FIGHTING 
THOSE RUFFIANS, I 


WAS NO ВЕТ 
In E ia. THAN THEM, JUST 
GRASS, A SHORT TIME 


т WAS THE BULLY, TH 
BUT NOW IT IS I WHO AM 
ABUSED. us IS KARMA, 

МЕН? 


АТ 15 МЕРУ 
uN DERSTANDING OF 


T STILL WISH 1 HAD MY SIGHT, 
BUT THAT LONG-EARED SAMURAI 
WHO BLINDED ME MEY HAVE. РОМЕ, LLOWED | ELF-PITY AND 
ME ል РАМО! ርጋ AND ገፎ MY ANGER OUT 
ON ANYONE WITHIN 
REACH, 


BUT I QUICKLY I WANDERED FOR 


A 
DISCOVERED THAT LONG DE UNTIL L WAS THY 
т COULD NOT AND NER DEAD I FROM STARVATION. 
SURVIVE ОМ THAT Wi A TEMPLE 
MY OWN. ~ ОРЕ ES, Me РА ИА ча 
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WHEN I WAS ል SAMURAI, T 
SLST THOUGHT OF МБЕ: JUN 


OTHERS. AND, YOU KNOW, 
AS А WHOLE PEOPLE ARE 
есое. 


WHEN T RETURN IN МУ NEXT 
LIFE, SEE IT WILL ይዬ AS 


BETTER. PERSON, 


„AND I HAVE 
A HAT YOU CAN 
HAVE. 
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나 is harder, 
ነ ще 
4 በዓ 
Бе сане ot 

the injury. 


Rest 


p this body 
е t 7 бо 


She's fightin 
me, Keiko, as Me's 
Фп me 
Ра: 
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ነ 
© 


“nat peasant: 


rest а while i 


ol 


Ite 


ዓ 
ብ 
a 
A 
2 


32. 
38 

% 
|- 


SIT HERE, 


SOMETHING TO 


ПТУ? 


AUNTY, I'LL FIND 


КА 


DR 


T ВЕ LONG 
BEFORE THE FOOD 5 
COOKED, 


5 
5 


1፲ 


WORMS AN 
UT IT WILL 


BARLEY. NOT AS 
AS 
Ma 
HAVE TO DO, 


GRUB: 


TASTY 
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MY--! L RECOGNIZE. 
HER! SHE'S THE ONE 


Ен? 


ч 

И RE'S BuT I JUST 

SMOKE COMING OUT OF SAW HIM IN THE 
FIELDS! 


KAI'S HOUSE, 


IMASINE- — 


SOMEONE BREAKING 
INTO каў 


House! 


፲ BET L 
WOULD SHARE IN 
THE REWARD IF 1 
TOLD SOME BOUNTY 
HUNTERS THAT 
SHE'S IN код 
HUT. 


e 
ON 


vw 
ANN 


WHO 


= ARE 
= You? WHAT Do 
A YOU WANT WITH 
МЕ? 


e 
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| ЕТЕ 
И 


ЕН--? THE 
INFIRMARY? 
WHY ро COME 
HERE? 


MAYBE А WALK 
OUTSIDE WILL CLEAR. 
MN HEAD. 
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SANSHOBO І CAM 
TOLD ME YOU HAVE SYMPATHIZE, 
BEEN PLAGUED BY т WAS THUS 
NIGHTMARES, AND AFFLICTED 
HAVE BEEN GETTING AFTER THE 

VERY LITTLE MURDERS 


HI wn 


AT 
(> HAPPENING 
то ME? 


RETURN TO YOUR. 
ROOM AND STAY THERE, 
ЗЕМ2О. І WILL DISCUSS 
THIS WITH PRIEST 
SANSHOBO IN THE 
MORNING. 


7 
— 
222222224 


Hm nm ar 
H фа Wax 
pos OES 


ТӘЖІ: 


GA 


때 


Ho-- 
NNKEEPER / 


WE WENT UP 
AGAINST INAZUMA A FEW 
ЕЕК 


^60, AND SHE BEAT 
US. DO YOU THINK THEY 
CAN TAKE HER 
ON? 


FEH! THEY ARE А FLOCK OF 
OWS INTENT ON BRINGING 
DOWN AN EAGLE. 


SPARR 


ም 
I TOLD YOU-- I HAD AN INJURY 
dë AGGRAVATED BY THE 
. TIM FINE NOW. 


ЇЕ IT HAPPENS 
AGAIN, YOU ом т 


SET ANY ወ 
та 


LDER 


SEE TO 
AT, 


P THAT'S ል 
BOUNTY HUNTER 
IF L EVER SAW 

ONE. 


E es MY саме OVER THERE 
WE'RE AFTER INAZUMA, 
ı L BET, BUT WE DO 
LIKE COMPETITION, 


со El GAVE то 
N ' You? 


COME ON. WE СА 1 IT LOOKS LIKE 
HAVE FUN WITH THIS | THERE'S GOING 
SUN. BE SOME 
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HEYHEY HEY! HOW ОО 
WE KNOW YOU'RE REALLY 
GOING TO LEAVE THIS AREA? 
MAYBE YOU'RE STILL THINKING 
OF GOING AFTER. 


< 
DON'T WORRY. WE WON'T ВЕТ AND І TAKE 
KILL You. ЧЕ JUST ГОР OFF ል THE SPARROWS? 
HAND OR SOMETHING. ON EDS А NO WAY! ም 


名 


2 
ра 


UD 


"у 
EX 
THE AUTHORITIES 
WILL ARRIVE SOON. 
WE'D BETTER GET 
š НЕРЕ. 
252 
' ጻድ ван አክመ“ 
- d 


Ж” 
A 


уа 
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|| INA 
H 
|| АЙ 
й РИТЕ 
КОМА ЙА 
is 


U 
¿ml ıt 


ү 


Ша 


=: 
N 


) I SAW THE WHOLE 
THING! THEY ATTACKED 
А СОМЕ SAMURAI! HE 
JUST DEFENDED 
HIMSELF / 


THIS IS THE SECOND TIME 4 IT WILL BE 
I'VE SEEN THAT SAMURAI, AND А LOT HARDER 
THE SECOND, TIME THERE IF WE HAVE To 


HE'S 
GOING INTO 
CONVULSIONS 上 


WHAT 15 
GOING ON? WHAT 15 
THE REASON FOR THIS 
COMMOTION?! 


kA „Ра у Q5 ДМ. EAN uu 


com 


PR 


А) 
а 
^ Е 


ፔ CAN SYMPATHIZE. 
IT TOOK ME A WHILE 
TO GET OVER THE 
SIMILAR EVIL THAT 
LL THIS 


L WILL. PREPARE: А SLEEP 
POTION 


TO HELP YOU REST SOUNDLY 
TONIGHT. 


YES, I MUST RETURN 
TO MY OWN TEMPLE, IT SENZO 
IS IN NO CONDITION то 
TRAVEL. 


THANK YOu. 
L APOLOGIZE FOR 
BEING SUCH ል 
BOTHER. 


YES, SANSHOBO? 
Do You STILL 
Ven TO LEAVE 


THE 
MORNING? 


= 
ГА 


99911 


e 
L AGREE. НЕ САМ STAY HERE 
UNDER OUR CARE. L САМ Sue 
TO HIS DILEMMA, 


HOPE IT IS NOTHING 


Y 


ДО) 


ADA 


weu 


у 


INAZUMA 15 IN THERE-- KOU'S HUT, 
DON'T WORRY ABOUT HIM, THOUGH. I GAVE 
HIM ል FEW COINS, ARO HE WENT INTO TOWN. 
I FIGURED YOU WOULD COVER MY EXPENSES, 
RIGHT? [T WOULD BE А LOT CHEAPER THAN 
BRINGING KON IN AS ANOTHER PARTNER. 

AM т мент? 


зкібй 


Voce? onst op 
T TELL YOU? пъ 
INAZUMAT Do 

WARD! 


IT'S INAZUMA, 

ALL RIGHT, I'D 

RECOGNIZE HER. 
ANYWHERE! 


=> 
Э 
Am я 


(2 


youl. сет 
YOUR REWARD, ALL 
RIGHT. 


SA 


aces 


Р ъв YOU REALLY 
BELIEVE WE WOULD 
РАКЕ BOUNTY 

HA ще LIKES 


ES 
LEEP A WHILE 
Que 


LEEA 
4 2 y 


a 
Фа. 


/ 


my innocent. 
why wouldn't 
+ be 


> 


“ИТІҢ 


И 
Set 


Y 
ПИ es 
HER! ALL 
WE NEED IS HER 
HEAD! 
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= 
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Jm т 
/ РАУ THE INNKEEPER, NOT МЕ, CEN. І PAID 
STRAY рое. IT'S ABOUT FOR. YESTERDAY'S BREAKFAST. 
ME WE WERE ON BESIDES, I'M LOW ом 
OUR WAY. CASH, 


THAT GUY OVER THERE 
SAID YOU WOULD BE HAPPY TO 
PAY FOR A/S MEAL AS 
WELL ! 


d 
А a 
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EEE 
INAZUMA 1 
ፓፎ/ / 


AND YEAH, zx 

YOU'RE AFTER ще 
Е POUNTY СОМРЕ ПОМ 

KE e 

HEAD BY Boss 

BAKUCHT. 


YOU'NE GOT THIS DOESN'T 
YOUR EARS, I'VE СОТ LOOK LIKE INAZUMA'S 
MY NOSE ек. и 


^ ኮ HANDIWO 


Дим THROUGH 
Е WINDOW 


dla 


У KEEP YOUR і 
HANDS AWAY FROM 


d YOUR. SWORDS. 


DID YOU KILL 
THAT SANT OVER 
ERE 7 


WHENEVER. 
I SEE YOU, 
THERE 15 
DEATH! 


LEAVE GEN'S RIGHT! V ዕፎ course I'M ~ 
YOUR. SWORDS WE'RE NOT HERE TO AFTER INAZUMA- – 
SHEATHED/ FIGHT! AS ARE You. 

IN 2 


THEN NO DOUBT 
WE WILL. RUN INTO 
EACH OTHER 


A 
ES” 1 
k Ví | 


< 


Д 


4 
ARE 


^ <> ET THIS GROUP 
! «መሙ 4 YESTERDAY, TAUNTING 
2 BLIND MAN. STILL, 
E 12 NOT 
ESERVE TO DI 
LIKE THIS. 


d THEIR FACES 
ЖІ) IVE SEEN THI 
> BEFORE! 


W 
15 THAT _ Я 
POSSIBLE? ል 


THAT OTHER GUY 


y 
ў 
ል 
ሯ 
5 
š 
9 


BEATS US TO THE 


oo EHI 


ІШ 


Walt 


a 


ም USAGI! 


L DID NOT EXPECT 
To MEET UP WITH 
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IT'S NOT THAT. Т 
KNOW THESE EXPRESSIONS. 
L SAW THEM ON es PRIESTS 
WHO WERE MURDERED А 
MY TEMPLE! 


WE ARE 
AFTER THE PERSON 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS-- 
INAZUMA, ¿ 


WELL... 5 MOW You're 
МАУ NOT REALLY ВЕ SPEAKING IN RIDDLES, 
ENTIRELY TO BLAME FOR DID SHE OR DID SHE 
` NOT COMMIT. THESE 


INAZUMA АМАН»... 

MAN BE POSSESSED 

BY THE SPIRIT 

OF THE DEMON, 
JE!. 


«ДУ BOOK IL: GRASSCUTTER 


NOW YOU SAY 
THE SPIRIT OF ЈЕ 
TORMENTS THE SOUL 
OF INAZUMAT 


L'M NOT SPLITTING 
THE REWARD UP 
ANY МОРЕ! 


4 YOU STUPID LITTLE 
VERMIN--I!LL TEACH 
YOU TO LOOK AT 
ME LIKE THAT / 


e 
ET AWAY WITH ps 


ANYTHING / 


[ 
И 


Б 
Y ИИ 


[A ES 


#BUUURPP LE 


COME ON, GUYS, LET'S FIND 
LET'S GET OUT OF А PLACE WITH 
7 BETTER QUALITY 
SAKE’! 


HERE 


YOU'LL GET YOUR MONEY 
ER WE CLAIM THE REWARD 
FOR INAZUMA / 


DO YOU THINK WERE 
ABILITIES 7 NAZUMA?! 


ARE YOU 
QUESTIONING оце. 


YEAH, т. 
GUESS YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 


IT's 
JUST THAT THEIR 
BEHAVIOR MAKES 
МЕ <o 
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тазартат" 
ELLA TTA 


3 
= 


RAN 


асаа ке 


YOU'VE GOT TO 


E 


Lei 


TO HIRE YOU JUST 
BECAUSE YOU'RE 


I DIDN'T THINK BEING THERE'S SOMEPLACE 
AN INFORMANT WAS SO MUCH WE HAVEN'T CHECKED OUT 
WORK ! YET-- THAT OLD 
TEMPLE! 


7208 Эта TS iS. та 
Ае WELL / š а | 4 == 
f ono, PE 22 me 


777777 
1121 


(2777112777 
ПИ КА 
2% 


/7 


XEF 
7777Z2222%27<x 


Cx 
ጨን 
S 


BS 
BS 
= 


3. 


РАКА 


525 


f 


Y 
9 


: 
ў 
i 


YOU'LL BEAN 
IMPORT 
cuy! 


THAT WILL GIVE You 
ME 


47 
ғ 
ag 
5 
Y 
< 
а 
ay 
ae 


DON'T PUSH 
ме: DON'T PUSH 


CAN CLAIM 
THINK OF THE PREST 
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“ч 


KNOWS THAT I'M 


AND РЕСАР!ТАЛЕ. 
HERS 


EVERYONE 


4 IT'S HER! IT'S 
INAZUMA, АМО 
Е LOOKS 


TRUE, WE CAN SELL HER 
WHEREABOUTS AND COLLECT A 
SMALL ПОЕМЕ 


COME. ON--LET!S FIND SOME 
BOUNTY HUNTERS AND SELL оце. 
INFORMATION. 


mu BUT IF_WE TAKE HER HEAD 
AND DELIVER IT ТО BOSS BAKUCHI 
OURSELVES, WE CAN CLAIM THE 

b ENTIRE REWARD? 


A 


ON-- CUT 
OFF HER 


хм GOING TO MAKE 
SURE SHE'S DEAD 
І GET TOO CLOSE то 
HER! 


We TE 
SES DA 2 
TL WC. 
AUT SE: 


በስ 
22 


Get раса EDI 
Deet eh} 


pat 


= er. 
are 


МОМА 


НА! 
SHE'S DEAD, 

ALL 

RIGHT! 


Ae 


| 


(CN 
Ска 


IT's JIRO! Н-не 


| М4” өз 
ድ n 
је SQ 


> 
L WALKED IN ON THE VISITING 
PRIEST SENZO AS HE ATTACKED 
TIRO TWO NIGHTS AGO! 


۵ у 
( 
፪ 


В 


ШІ 


< y 

I KNOW NOTHING OF YOU YOURSELF GAYE 

TIRO'S DEATH! T. WAS ME THE SLEEPING 
ASLEEP ! 'OTION / 


BUT IT 45 NOT ALWAYS SHOULD HAVE INSISTED 


NG ENOUGH. т SAN 


.. т 
EFFECTINE.--|E ONE'S WILL IS YOU LEAVE WITH YOUR MASTER, 
STRO PRES SHOBO / 4 


= BUT 
INNOCENT! 


YOU WILL HAYE. TO 


STAY IN THIS EMPTY STORAGE 
ROOM. 


DON'T WORRY, "THE. 
GODS ARE FAIR, IF 


0 


U SAY, You WILL 
HAVE NOTHING то 
FEAR, 


AS А CHILD, I. WAS 
NEAR DEATH. THE 6005 
LOOKED DOWN UPON 
ME WITH MERCY AND 
CURED ME. TO EN 
' 
A PRIEST. 


THEY THINK 
т MURDERED 
леко. 
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— 
WE. ARE SORRY ШЕ 
TO HAVE ТО DO THIS, 

SENZO. 


I'M 
SURE IT IS A 
MISTAKE, AND You 
WILL BE FREE BY 
TOMORROW. _ 


THAT'S ЕМОЦЕН, 
TUBE! wees HIM 


TE 
SUILTY, 


EN: 
SC-F А офа 
t / Sr MOS 
е а 
سڪ‎ 


YOU'RE CRAZY! 
USAGI AND I CAN SENSE Y 
1ኛ WE'RE BEING WATCHED 
AS WELL AS АМУ-- 


у GEA 
73 | 
HUNTER! а 
a 
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I'M LOOKING кое. 
INAZUMA, SAME AS 
YOU ARE. I CAN'T COVER 
THE ENTIRE TERRITORY 
MYSELF, SO І NEED 

YOUR. HELP. 


I'M NOT SPLITTING 
UP THE REWARD ANY МОРЕ 
THAN T ALREADY АМ! 
THAN 4 THE. OTHER 


LU 
HUNTERS. 


OKAY, BUT_HIS 


Е SEEN HIM 

AND IF П COMES SPLIT COMES OUT 

WN TO А BRAWL WITH | OF YOUR SHARE OF 
THE REWARD! 
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Я НЕМ, НЕМ, HEY! BET YOU'RE 
YOU LOOK Like INTERES 
BOUNTY J IN 
HUNTERS! 


TED IN 
FORMATION ABOUT 
INAZUMA £ 
can You 

KNOW 2 


р > 
How НЕМ неу, HEY! TIM 
ABOUT А BUSINESSMAN! E 
SAY А WORD UNLESS 도 

PAID FoR IT! 


RA > 


> 
STOP /7/ 

WEILL PAY FOR HIS 

KNOWLEDGE. 


> 


SHE'S 
REALLY HURT 
SO YOU SHOULD 

HAYE NO 


НЕМ, HEY! r JUST LOOKED INTO 
THE ТЕМРЕЕ AND SAW HER IN ል 
BE DEAD BY NOW. D ALIVE wes 
WHAT'S THE ሰ ም መሪ ነ) YOU'RE 
ONW AFTER HER 
HEAP, RIGHT 7 


ፖ HOW Do HEN! І AND HOW Со WE 
WE KNOW YOUR. RESENT THA KNOW Моц WON'T 
INFORMATION 15 | QUESTION! тім SELL IT TO ANYONE 

CORRECT? AN_HONEST ELSE? 


#1 R/=3.9 KILOMETERS 
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AY US, TILL HUNT 
EVEN IF IT TAKES THE REST 
MY LIFE! UNDERSTAND? 


HE'LL BE UNCONSCIOUS 
FoR AWHILE. THAT WILL BUY US 
A BIT MORE TIME. 


THEN You 
PS CN 
HA! I WOULD 
BE DISAPPOINTED 
IF HE DIDN'T TELL 
OTHERS / 


WOULD YOU REALLY ` ОЕ COURSE N V „оор. хор 9 You WOULD 1 
HAVE KILLED THAT / MOT THINK YOU ве SURPRISED 
SNITCH? WERE AS ፈፎ” 


HEARTED AS 
YOU APPEAR 
TO BE. 


SHE SHOULD NOT SHE IS POSSESSED 1 
BE, BUT SHE IS! IT BY A DEMON. I'M 
MUST ВЕ. BECAUSE OF соме TO EXORCISE 

THE SPIRIT OF 5 IT OUT OF HER 
ЈЕ!" Bopy. 


“Р 2 P” 
WHY. NO! WE MUST 2 WE'VE NO TIME FOR THAT! 
BOTHER” GIVE HER PEACE OTHER HUNTERS WILL BE HERE 
JUST TAKE BEFORE SHE soon! 
HER HEAD; У 
AND LET'S 
GET OUT 


OF 
HERE ! 


ILL CUT IT OFF, IF 
YOU DON'T HAVE THE NERVE 2 
FOR IT. 


d 


WHAT |5 
INAZUMA то 
You? 


s аа 
т DON'T KNOW. Y I'M ( 
HE'S NO ORDINAR BRE NOT AFRAID OF 
BOUNTY HUNTER. you £ 


Zar? 


RN а 
a 


YES, You ARE. 
GET ON WITH IT, 
PRIEST, 


TLL 
WAIT OUTSIDE 
UNTIL YOU'RE 
DONE. 


THIS |5 GOING то BE 
HARDER THAN T THOUGHT. 
JEI MUST BE A POWERFUL 

DEMON INDEED! 


| MERCIFUL GODS, AID МЕ. 
IN DRIVING OUT THE EVIL FORCE 


FROM THIS INNOCENT 


С KEEPON 
WITH YOUR. WORK, 
SANSHOBO! 


WHY, 

THAT MONEY- 
SRUBBINS WEASEL--! 
НЕ WOULD STAKE 

HIS OWN LIFE TO 
GAIN A FEW MORE 

COINS. 


Mes 
" 


e 


vá SNE HER TO 
©, AND WELL LET 
You Go. 


AND IF WE GIVE 

HER UP, WHICH ONE OF 
YOu WILL IM THE 

REWARD? OR DO YOU 

PLAN TO 5 ዳሁር т 
BETWEEN ALL 

OF YOU? 


> 
CUT (T OUT/ Now 
IS NOT THE T! то 
N ልፎወህ ይም 


UY: BOOK 10-THE BRINK of 
LIFE and DEATH 


ІТ WOU 
SHAME 
HAVE TO KILL You 

OVER A 
BOUNTY / 


р WE МА 


Y HOW ARE. 
BE INEXPERIENCED, HE'S PRIEST SANSHOBO 
IT THE! AND ISAMU BOING 
IN THERE 了 


Ў SANSHOBO-- 
4 WERE RUNNING 
OUT OF 


4 


ў 


SA 


КИЙ 


E THOSE BOUNTY Ё 
GET HER 


SHE'LL BE DEAD EVEN 
HUNTEI 


SOONER | 


AUTHORITIES ARRIVE 


u 
+ 
H 
EZ 
4 
над 
un 

4 
Л 


EH? THE 
DOOR 15 AJAR! 
THEY MUST NOT 
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[一 
THEY'VE. WITHDRAWN, 
BUT THEY'RE NOT GOING TO 
LET US TAKE INAZLIMA 
OUT OF HERE. [41 
ANO_HIGASHI WITH 
THEM. 


Sé 


===> 
—— == 


Г bo you OU MEAN 4 ’ were BOTH un 
WANT. TO HAND ОЕ THE SAME MIND, 
HER OVER TO REWARD? THEN. 
| Mimo ጋ 
THAT / ғ = 
š zu 
M Ма 


Be. 3 
KE ae 


Ew SP SI 
WHAT Do you LL THAT THERE MUST ONLY 

THINK I$ GOING ON 7 ВЕ ል FEW OF THEM IN 
IN THERE 7 KNOW. 


ELL, WE'D BETTER DO SOMETHING | 
REA Ат SNITCH WHO 


PROBABLY SELLING THAT SAME 
FORMATION TO OTHER HUNTERS 
RIGHT NOW. 


YEAH. THERE 
ARE ALREADY Too МА 
OF US тениме ОМЕЕ. 


RS 
TEM IF THEY KILL 
S o = n GUESS WE'LL 


2 
0 
URL D s] 
N 
~ 


A 

ў ST 
t 

` 


= L Ф 

TU CAMS 

54 መመመ ТА 3 m M 
X 


ei А Ж 


YEAH. 
SIT BACK AND LET 
HE COMPETITION 
EACH 
OTH! $ 


NATE 
ER 


І KNOW YOUR NAME.- —JE/ ^ 
RETURN TO HELL, PUTRID 
DEMON / 


Uu kill you, 
priest! Kill 
you! 


፦ 1 
томико“ እ ፣ 


= 


7 ENTHER. ORDERED МЕ TO BRING | 


55 ኣ 
ЈУ 


N 


( 


| 
Ka 


[ 
; 
р 
/ 


fi 
; 


УМА 
PRE 


Мел»; 


WILL YOU PERFORM 
THE SEGAK/ RITES FOR 
HER, PRIEST? SHE'S 
DEAD. 


= S 
LA 965 


SS Y 
Па | 


INAZUMA 
\S_STILL IN 
THERE! 


COUGH! COUGH /E \T'S 
NO USE! NOONE СА 
GET IN THERE! 4 


THERE WON'T 
ВЕ. ANYTHING LEFT | 
THE! ! NO ONE 
WILL GET THE. 
REWARD / 


RES 

NAT е 
EX Kä 
~ 
LANG: 
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"T PONE WHAT НЕ DID, N 
D! THERE WAS 


г 


ү 


Ў 
OKAY. L GUESS І IT 
OWE YOU SOMETHING FOR, LOOKS LIKE OUR 


W. 
EN 


THAT. BUT GET OUT OF MY PARTNERSHIP IS 
SIGHT NOW BEFORE L OVER. 
CHANGE MY MIND, 


"у; 
lya 2, 


[> ST 
I'VE HAD ENOUGH OF YOU GUYS AS HIS CONNECTION HE IS 
WELL. BUT BEFORE І GO, TELL ME... IS ТО ል WOMAN 

3 WHAT'S =_ISAMU'S, CONNECTION A NAMED TOMIKO. 
> ING 


YEAH. YOU CAN'T BLAME HW “Ў AT LE 
FOR. KEEPING THE REWARD FROM TO 
ar ALL OF US. 8 
H ኮ DEMON ЈЕ OUT 


FORCE HIM оит, UT 
WAS MORE LIKE НЕ... 
š ESCAPED. 


IT WAS YEARS AGO 
THAT HE MASSA 

ALL THE PRIESTS AT = 
MY TEMPLE, BUT HE TO МЕ, AND 
SPARED ME FOR NOW... 
A REASON. 


I COULD FEEL THE 
SPIRIT OF JIZONOBU-- 
SEI-- REACHING OUT 


[7277 
Wet 


INAZLI WA S 
HEAD BEFORE 
МЕТ 


WE HAD REPORTS THAT BOUNTY 


THEN AS ЕА 
HUNTERS HAD ner CORNERED, 


ANYONE KNOWS: 
STILL ALIVE AND 
THERE--MOCKI 


mn 


ИШ 


Д) 


[ 
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ALL THE DENS HAVE 
REFUSED TO PAY! YOU ARE 
THROUGH ልፎ THE CRIME 

BOSS OF THIS 


< 


) = ilm 


% 
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GALLERY 


The following pages feature Stan Sakai's cover art from issues 103 through 109 of Dark Horse's Usagi 
Yojimbo Volume Three series. 
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BIOGRAPHY 


Stan Sakai 


Photo by Sharon Sakai of Stan in 2009, at Miyajima, Japan. 


Stan Sakai was born in Kyoto, Japan, grew up in Hawaii, and now lives in California 
with his wife, Sharon, and two children, Hannah and Matthew. He received a Fine 
Arts degree from the University of Hawaii and furthered his studies at Art Center 
College of Design in Pasadena, California. 


His creation, Usagi Yojimbo, first appeared in comics in 1984. Since then, Usagi 
has been on television as a guest of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and has 
been made into toys, seen on clothing, and featured in a series of graphic novel 
collections. 


In 1991, Stan created Space Usagi, a series dealing with samurai in a futuristic 
setting, featuring the adventures of a descendant of the original Usagi. 


Stan is also an award-winning letterer for his work on Sergio Aragonés’ Groo, the 
“Spider-Man” Sunday newspaper strips, and Usagi Yojimbo. 


Stan is a recipient of a Parents’ Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, an American 
Library Association Award, a Harvey Award, four Spanish Haxtur Awards, and 
several Eisner Awards. In 2003 he received the prestigious National Cartoonists 
Society Award in the Comic Book Division. 


USAGI YOJIMBO 


Books by Stan Sakai 


From Dark Horse Comics 
www.darkhorse.com 


Book 8: SHADES OF DEATH 

Воок 9: DAISHO 

Book 10: THE BRINK OF LIFE AND DEATH 
Book 11: SEASONS 

Book 12: GRASSCUTTER 

Book 13: GREY SHADOWS 

Book 14: DEMON Mask 

Book 15: GRASSCUTTER 1 — JOURNEY TO ATSUTA SHRINE 
Book 16: THE SHROUDED Moon 

Book 17: DUEL AT КІТАМОЛ 

Book 18: TRAVELS WITH JorARO 

Book 19: FATHERS AND SoNs 

Book 20: GLIMPSES OF DEATH 

Book 21: THE MOTHER OF MOUNTAINS 
Book 22: TOMOES Story 

Book 23: BRIDGE OF TEARS 

Book 24: RETURN OF THE BLACK SOUL 
Space USAGI 

USAGI Уолмво: YOKAI 


From Fantagraphics Books 
www.fantagraphics.com 


Book 1: THE RONIN 

Book 2: SAMURAI 

Book 3: THE WANDERER’S ROAD 

Book 4: THE DRAGON BELLOW CONSPIRACY 
Book 5: LONE GOAT AND Kip 

Book 6: CIRCLES 

Book 7: GEN’s STORY 


DARK HORSE COMICS, Inc. 


President and Publisher 
MIKE RICHARDSON 


Chief Financial Officer 
Том WEDDLE 


Vice President of Business Development 
MICHAEL MARTENS 


Vice President of Marketing 
MICHA HERSHMAN 


Vice President of Information Technology 
DALE LAFOUNTAIN 


General Counsel 
KEN [1271 


Senior Managing Editor 
SCOTT ALLIE 


Executive Editor 


DIANA SCHUTZ 


Art Director 
Lia RIBACCHI 


Executive Vice President 
NEIL HANKERSON 


Vice President of Publishing 
RANDY STRADLEY 


Vice President of Business Affairs 
ANITA NELSON 


Vice President of Product Development 


DAVID SCROGGY 


Director of Purchasing 
DARLENE VOGEL 


Director of Scheduling 
CARA NIECE 


Senior Books Editor 
Curis WARNER 


Director of Design and Production 


Cary GRAZZINI 


Editorial Director 
Davey EsTRADA 


GRAPHIC NOVEL /ADVENTURE 


For years, as Miyamoto Usagi has 
traveled the countryside, an unseen, 
malevolent entity has been tracing 
his steps. Though supposed dead, the 
demon Jei—the Black Soul—has 
instead inhabited the body of the 
YO | М B 01 swordswoman Inazuma, determined 

J now to bring the wandering samurai 


to murderous justice! 


1 RETURN ОЕ u 
THE В ТАСК S OUL Meanwhile, Boss Bakuchi has doubled 


the reward for his son's killer— 


Inazuma. The money brings out 


Scores of bounty hunters, unaware 


that they are merely a flock of 


A MASTE RFUL sparrows intent on bringing down an 
ADAPTATION ОЕ SAMURAI LEGEND eagle. This same hunt also draws 
Usagi, Gen, and Stray Dog, as well as 

TO S EQUENTIAL ART the mysterious stranger, Isamu—each 


with his own particular motive. As 


the threat of the Black Soul ге- 
emerges, this epic storyline reveals at 


last the true origin of Jei! 


“One of the most remarkable sustained 
narratives in the history of the comics.” 


—Charles Solomon 
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